Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy. An autopsy case.
We reported the autopsy findings in a 50-year-old man with typical clinical features of Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy. Special attention was directed to the spinal cord and ventral spinal roots to determine whether cause of the muscle wasting was denervation or myopathy. Neuropathological studies disclosed no abnormality of the spinal cord, and the ventral spinal roots were intact. The skeletal muscles showed dystrophic changes of varying degrees, and marked cardiomyopathy was evident. We consider that muscle wasting in this man was due to muscular dystrophy.